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But at no great distance, in the city where his
mother had lived in her maiden days, was a most
distinguished school of law, that of the Univer-
sity of Toulouse. Many of its students were
drawn from the city of Bordeaux. No docu-
mentary evidence exists to prove that Montaigne
was one of these students, but the probability that
this was the case is considerable. His writings
indicate a personal acquaintance with several of
the professors; of the students at Toulouse, dur-
ing the period when he may have been in attend-
ance upon the lectures, several are known to have
been connected with him in later years. In 1547
the illustrious Cujas gave his first lecture in the
law-school, and fitienne Pasquier, who in Paris
had been a pupil of Hotman, remembered the day
on which he listened to that lecture as one of the
great days of his youth. Pierre Eyquem may
have desired that his son should profit by the
teaching of a master so distinguished. It is cer-
tain that Montaigne was in Toulouse during his
early years. He met there, he tells us, in the
house of a wealthy old man his physician, Simon
Thomas, who advised the invalid to encourage
the visits of young Montaigne, believing that
the fresh complexion, sprightliness, and vigour
of the youth might, through the influence of
imagination, affect favourably the health of his
patient.
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